Devinny PTA

1725 S. Wright Street

Lakewood, CO  80228

October 4, 2011

Mary Beth Pickett called the meeting to order at 6:50 pm.  

A motion was made to approve the minutes from the September 2011 PTA meeting.  The motion was seconded, all approved.

Mrs. Pickett requested everyone to introduce themselves.  

Treasurer's Report
The monthly budget report was provided to all attendees.

One concern raised is the deficit of funds relating to membership.  This was anticipated, but the gap is even bigger than projected.  There is currently a $700 shortfall.   This is not likely to chance much, as the only way to boost the numbers is potentially a new family coming to the school.

There is a new line item on the budget.  The PTA has allocated $100 to each classroom to use as they see fit.  About two-thirds of Devinny teachers have requested these funds.  

The Sock Hop was a break-even event.  It was not expected to be a revenue generator, but didn’t cost more than budgeted either.     

Ways and Means Committee

Committee Chair Allen Gallamore explained the purpose of the committee to the group. In general, he said the committee is designed to deal with funding requests from teachers, staff, and community and send recommendations to the full PTA for approval.  
Ways and Means has one request for a “middle term” environmental project.  The Devinny Student Council has commissioned four. 4’ x 8’ murals from an artist to boost school spirit.  The district has agreed to install the murals in the cafeteria.   The student council is requesting tempered glass to protect them.  
The Ways and Means recommends approval.  The motion was approved and there was no opposition. 
There was also an engaging discussion of the Special Circumstances Emergency Fund, which currently has about $15,000 in it.  

Last year the PTA gave $10K to outdoor lab program.  

One consideration is to fix the school baseball field, which is estimated to cost about $17,000.    The PTA needs a point person for this job, to act as a liaison between the school and the City of Lakewood.  This person would help with plans, and potentially apply for a joint grant with the City.  

Someone mentioned that this should be a priority, because the PE classes currently don’t go outdoors much because the field isn’t safe.  If it was fixed, the children would have more opportunity to go outside.  

Another concern is a recurring mud puddle near the corner of the school, affectionately called “Lake Tennyson.”    This is something of a nuisance and it would be nice to be fixed.  In a kind gesture, Sherry Shay volunteered husband to help fix the problem, if it could be scheduled for a Saturday.


Principal's Report
Mr. Blackman shared three items:.  

1. Mr. Blackman has been working with Sally White, a teacher at Dunstan, and Cheryl Hensely, the Dunstan principal, about a Green Mountain Area Symposium on Internet safety.  This will be held on Nov. 29.  


2. Mr. Blackman shared a “Myth Buster” report from Jeffco Superintendent Cindy Stevenson.   The school district is facing $35 million in budget cuts this year and next year, and is likely to face a lot of scrutiny.   However, we should realize that Jeffco is doing great things despite limited budgets.  


3. The Devinny parking lot and surrounding streets continue to be a problem, and we need to improve child safety.  We need continue to find ways to encourage people to park in designated spots, and follow established traffic rules – especially during drop off and pick up.   

Old Business
Sock Hop.  By all reports a success.  There was no extracurricular activity behind the school, and the event seemed to shut down right before 8 p.m.  It was extremely helpful to have volunteers from the Dunstan and Green Mountain High School Honor Society.  Suggestions for next year include asking a car club to bring their cars to showcase.   
Boy Scouts Sponsorship
Last meeting the PTA approved sponsoring a Boy Scout Troop to use the school for pack meetings.  We have since learned that the PTA cannot do it. The building usage procedure is too complicated.  
Hospitality Committee
Parent Teacher conferences are next week, and the hospitality committee will be feeding teachers for two nights.  We need volunteers and a co-chair for the committee.  
Smart Kids, Better Community. 
We still need a co-chair to co-ordinate the community service projects.  
Playwell Technologies.  Starting in January, Playwell technologies is going to provide an enrichment activity before school for a fee.   There was discussion about bringing them to Devinny for a one night activity for kids to be exposed to the club.   


Family Fun Night.  Date set for Feb 6, to tie in with Smarter Kids, Better Community launch.  The focus is on a community event where people can come with their children to the school and play BINGO, chess, board games, giant Twister game?, or watch movies.   This is not a drop-off event.  

The idea is to keep it small and manageable, and grow in the future.  We would also sell pizza and drinks.  Need volunteers to make this a big success, and we should ask teachers for approval to use their rooms to host different activities.    Please email Mrs. Picket if you are interested in volunteering.  
New Business:

School Directory is coming out on Friday.  Unfortunately, this was an incredibly difficult project this year, and took a lot of extra work.  We think is because of the new online registration process.   Only 300 families are included in the directory, and we are concerned that many people who want to purchase the directory did not.  Fifty extra copies will be in the office, for sale at a price of $3 each.  

Next year we need to do a better job of signing up for the directory and soliciting new PTA members.  Perhaps we could have Sandy include a paragraph about these two issues in her “pre-registration: email at the beginning of the year.  
Upcoming Events: 
Walk to school day – Oct. 5
Reflection Entries due – Oct. 6
Sally Foster Ends – Oct. 7
Dads & Donuts – Oct. 7
Fall Conferences Book Fair – Oct 11-13
Reflections Open House – Oct.25
CPK Fundraiser  
Halloween Parties – Oct. 31
Next PTA Meeting – Nov. 8
Meeting closed.
