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February 3, 2012
Dear Devinny Parents:

Last year, the Smarter Kids, Better Community fundraising campaign raised $11,235.  Thank you!  As most of you know, this is the PTA’s primary annual fundraising campaign to support programs and critical needs for the school, including classroom books and supplies, technology and school building improvements, Science Fair, Reflections, and Noble Knights, to name a few.  These funds directly benefit all Devinny students.  Due to severe budget cuts, the PTA also provides a classroom stipend to each teacher.
Smarter Kids, Better Community is a “giving campaign” that not only raises funds to enhance our children’s education, but helps teach our children the importance of community service, goal setting, and teamwork.  By having the kids collect donations from you, family, neighbors, or friends, and then give back through community service projects in and around Lakewood and Jefferson County, they will learn that we all need to contribute to make our world a better place.
There are currently 564 students enrolled at Devinny.  For an average donation of $27 per student, we would raise our Minimum Goal of $15,000.  But if each student raises $35 over a 3-week period, then reaching our Stretch Goal of $20,000 would bring the added colossal bonus of seeing our principal, Mr. Blackman, kiss a cow!  What child wouldn’t want to raise money to see that?!!  The top-donating class in each grade will be rewarded with an ice cream party and every student in the top-donating, school-wide classroom will lead the Pledge of Allegiance in morning announcements!  For every $27 donation made, your name will also be entered in a weekly drawing for gift cards to local restaurants and movie theaters!
Smarter Kids, Better Community begins today and will run through February 24, 2012.   Attached are a more detailed outline of the program, a donation register, tax receipt, and a helpful flash card to assist the students.  It is up to us, as parents, to communicate this information to our kids.  Please turn in all cash funds weekly, on Mondays (in the Friday folders); online donations will also be accepted at www.devinnypta.org.   If you have more than one student at Devinny, please make copies of the donation register, tax receipt and flash card for each child’s use.

We will celebrate the success of this program on May 18, 2012, at the Spring Carnival.

Thank you very much for your support! 
Sincerely,

Ingrid Cohen, Chair





Andrew Blackman, Principal

Smarter Kids, Better Community
ingridcohen@comcast.net
The PTA is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization that enriches and enhances learning at Devinny Elementary.
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